


This shows that such a forestry
carbon project would be financially
viable. Overall, the study
recommends that the proposed
project would be an excellent
opportunity for the Ayta community
and suggests that funding be made
available to put it into action.

Payment for
Ecosystem Services

In the Philippines, as in many
developing countries, new
approaches to conservation are
being developed and implemented.
The Payment for Ecosystem Services
(PES) approach is one of the most
promising options being investigated
and trialed. PES is based on the
principle that communities that help
conserve and manage ecosystem
services, such as watershed services
and landscape beauty, should be
compensated for the work they do by
those who benefit from such services.

One example of the PES approachis
the REDD+ Strategy that aims to
create a financial value for the carbon
stored in forests. The REDD+ Strategy
came out of the United Nations
Climate Change Conference held in
Copenhagen in December 2009. It
offers incentives for developing
countries to reduce their emissions
from forested lands and invest in
low-carbon paths to sustainable
development.

The current situation
in the Philippines

In the Philippines, a group of NGOs
have spearheaded the formulation of
a national REDD+ Strategy. Currently,
a number of organizations are
piloting REDD projects in the
Philippines. For example, Fauna and
Flora International (FFI) is
coordinating a project in southern
Sierra Madre, Quezon Province.

What's more, two forestry carbon
projects have passed the voluntary
carbon market (VCM) standard,
which facilitates carbon trading. Both
projects were developed by
Conservation International and are
located in the provinces of Quirino
and Cagayan. They are the Quirino
Forest Carbon Project (QFCP) and the

Penablanca Sustainable Reforestation
Project (PPSRP).

In light of the current interest in -
and potential of — such carbon
forestry projects, the EEPSEA
researchers decided to look at the
feasibility of a forestry carbon project
for the Magbukun Aytas. These
people are an indigenous tribe living
in the Bataan Natural Park (BNP). The
Park is one of the ten priority reserves
of the national Conservation of Priority
Protected Areas Project (CPPAP). The
BNP covers 23,688 hectares of land.

Funds needed to
conserve ancestral land

The project was suggested for study
because the Aytas need funds to
allow them to conserve and manage
their ancestral lands, which are under
constant threat. A community
mapping exercise showed that the
boundary of the ancestral domain
extends toward the west inside of
the Subic Bay Management Authority
(SBMA). This follows the Boton River
and the administrative boundaries
between Morong and the adjacent
towns of Orani, Samal, Abucay

and Bagac.

The tribe is already working to protect
this land. In 2004, they applied for a
Certificate of Ancestral Domain Title
(CADT) for a 10,000-hectare area that
straddles the Morong and Subic
Freeport Zone parts of BNP. They also
work with the Philippine Tropical
Forest Conservation Foundation
(PTFCF) to do eco-restoration work in
about 1,500 hectares of forest in the
BNP. However, funding for this work is
only short-term and needs to be made
more sustainable. In addition, the
Aytas need support to build their

capacity to manage their ancestral
lands, particularly in the area of
technical know-how and in their
understanding of administrative and
legal aspects.

The proposed project

The carbon forestry project covering
9,775 hectares proposed by the study
was designed to reverse the current
deforestation trend in the Aytas’
ancestral domain. If putin place, it
would have three components:
reforestation, enrichment planting,
and forest protection. Reforestation
would be undertaken in brushland
areas while enrichment planting and
forest protection would be
implemented in second growth and
old growth forests, respectively.

Four different scenarios (i.e., high,
medium high, medium low, and low)
were used in the analysis. These
represented different levels of
conservation work. For example,
under the ‘high’scenario 100% of

the old growth forest would be
protected, 80% of the second growth
forest would be enriched, and 50% of
brushland would be reforested. In the
‘low’ scenario the respective figures
would be 100%, 50% and 20%.

The feasibility of this project was
evaluated from three different points
of view: its technical feasibility, social
acceptability, and financial feasibility.
To do this a number of research
activities were conducted. These
included consultation meetings,
community mapping, carbon benefit
estimations, and an in-depth financial
analysis.

The first consultation meeting with
the Magbukun Aytas was conducted
in February 2011 at the Center for

Table 1. Assumptions used for four project scenarios

Low 100 50 20
Medium low 100 60 30
Medium high 100 70 40

High 100 80 50
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